Cashmore Oaklea

AUSTRALIA’S most transparent ram sale catalogue
We supply more information than anyone
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Welcome to the 2025 Cashmore Oaklea Ram Sale

VENDORS:

Cashmore Park

John and Brigita Keiller, 114 Wilmots Rd, Cashmore, VIC, 3305
Mobile: 0409 804 638 Mobile: 0418 370 365
cashmorepark@bordernet.com.au  www.cashmorepark.com.au
cashmoreram@gmail.com

Oaklea

Don Pegler and Alex Lyon, PO Box 1018, Mt Gambier, SA, 5290
Mobile: 0417 851 466 Mobile: 0408 080 0445
pegler4@bigpond.com www.oaklea.com.au

DELIVERY: Post sale rams for SA and TAS will be available for collection at Dons and
those for VIC and NSW at Johns. We will co-ordinate trucked deliveries into central areas
where possible with free delivery within 200 km.

SEMEN INTERESTS: Rams sold by Cashmore Oaklea are physical ownership only.
Semen may be collected by you but only used within your own flock. If the need to collect
semen arises Cashmore Oaklea will do so at our expense at a time that is convenient to the
owner.

HEALTH: Cashmore Oaklea commenced Gudair Vaccinations in 2003 to all sheep and
rams are third generation approved vaccinates. SA requires sheep entering that state to be
from tested flocks. Cashmore Park has conducted a pooled Fecal 350 test twice, tested
negative and has full access to all states.

Sheep health statements are included at the back of this catalogue.

Ovine Brucellosis Free Accredited Flock # 3353

AUCTIONS PLUS will be operating on all 790 lots.

CATALOGUE ASSISTANCE: This catalogue is also listed on our websites, the Ram
Select site and the Lambplan web page where you can view pedigrees and accuracies. It
can also be emailed in excel or PDF format.

RAM SELECTION ASSISTANCE: For ram selection assistance please contact Don or
John who will be happy to help.

RUN DATE: EBV’s have been generated from the 1/9/2025 Maternal data sets.

DISCLAIMER: The information in this catalogue is true and correct to the best of our
knowledge and supplied in good faith. All recommendations are made without guarantee
and Cashmore Oaklea disclaim any liability in connection with the use of this information.

SALE RAMS: This year we are offering 250 Nudie, 500 Performance Maternal and 40
Poll Dorset rams all in the top percentiles for their respective breed types. Artificial
insemination, embryo transfer and our expanding seedstock flock is allowing growth in
supply, performance, and type.



You will notice that there are two pages of information for the maternal rams. The first
has the ASBV’s that make up the Maternal $ index including extra ASBVs that are not in
the index. The second has phenotype information that is requested from buyers on a
regular basis.

REPRODUCTION ASBVs.

Lambplan reports a number of reproduction ASBVs. These consist of condition score,
litter size, ewe rearing ability, conception and maternal behaviour score.

These are on the right hand side of the emailed excel spread sheet.

LDAG, Late dag score

For many years we have collected Dag scores and combined with the Sheep CRC records,
Lambplan provides routine across flock ASBVs for Late Dag. We look forward to
providing stock with less husbandry in the future. There is a large range from -0.7 to + 0.8
this year.

SKINS

Self replacing Maternals are sometimes criticised for having skins that may not attract

a premium pelt value. To create some objectivity all rams have been graded for skin type.
Please see the following explanations.

Score 1 short, dense downs type

Score 2 fine but longer staple

Score 3 medium X type, about what we would like to see on our ewes
Score 4 longer, open, medium strong wool

Score 5 open strong ropey types.

However there are few free lunches in sheep and an analysis of all the skin scored animals
at Cashmore Oaklea produces the YGFW (yearling greasy fleece weight) to skin score
table below.

Skin Score | YGFW %, yearling greasy fleece wt ASBV
1 -5
2 3
3 6
4 12

YGFW is expressed as a % deviation from the mean of all fleece data stored by
LAMBPLAN. If we assume a Maternal ewe has a 4 kg fleece the difference between a
score 1 and 4 animal is 17% of wool cut. This 680 grams of wool is valued at $1.50 kg is
worth $1.02 in lost wool cut per ewe. Please be aware that in the chase for lamb skins we
are reducing the bales of wool in the shed.

EATING QUALITY: The eating quality traits, shear force, dressing %, lean meat yield
and intramuscular fat are supplied on the right hand side of the email Excel spreadsheet.



VISUAL SCORES

MLA and AWI have produced an excellent booklet titled “Visual Sheep Scores” which
has a system for classifying the sheep phenotype, i.e. what it looks like. All rams have
been scored and at this stage raw data is supplied. We envisage that with more data to
hand we can provide this information in ASBV form which is much more powerful. To
save time in the ram shed please obtain the sale catalogue in excel format and as an
example, if you require dark noses, sort on SPIG, skin pigment and then just look at these
in the shed. This initiative has come from you the customer so please forward feedback.
Already we have found it an excellent piece of data to assist in sorting and lotting. It
should be just as useful at home studying the catalogue to save time and increase purchase
value on sale day.

CURVE BEND %

This information comes in the form of a simple ratio and we stress that it is not an ASBV.
Don and | sometimes field comments that sheep are getting too large and heavy, however
we have found very few clients are actually using the adult weight ASBV to make their
sheep smaller! There is a current attempt by breeders to bend the growth curve downward
which simply means a sheep grows fast to a required weight/stage of life then growth
slows so it does not become large with high maintenance requirements in later life. It is
somewhat hard looking at the difference between Post weaning weight and Adult weight
and judging the growth curve of an animal. To assist this the ratio allows us to see that a
50 % percentile PWWT animal is 12 and at Adult 12.6. The animal adds 9 % to its
PWWT weight EBV to get to its Adult weight. Animals below this number exhibit a
slowing growth curve after post weaning stage. Our better animals have high early growth
and a moderate ewe weight.

LAMBING EASE DIRECT AND DAUGHTERS

Lambing ease direct and lamb ease daughters ASBVs are also offered. Please read the
explanations in the back of the catalogue. We continue to make gains in this area with our
ewes being very easy lambing.

PERFORMANCE RECORDING COMPOSITES: WHY DO WE USE THEM?
Cashmore Oaklea Composites are based on sound genetic and economic principles. First
and foremost they are performance recorded which is our guarantee that the genes we
supply to you will improve each year. In the past 5 years, this has averaged 4.64 index
points per year. Our second goal is to make the animals as composite as possible, resulting
in hybrid vigor, or heterosis. Heterosis produces a level of performance above the average
of the base parents. It comes at no cost, and has a larger effect on fitness or female related
traits, such as number of lambs weaned and milk yield. In these traits the increase can be
as high as 12 % while in growth and carcass traits it may be 8 %. At these levels it adds
substantially to the performance of the animal and farm profits. The reason we run
composites is to quickly access and multiply up new genes that may be required if market
specifications change. A good example of this is value based lamb payment systems
requiring better muscled carcasses. If you are a pure breeder you need to search within
your breed to find better muscled animals. As composite breeders Cashmore Oaklea
simply acquires these genes from elsewhere and multiplies them through our flocks. This
open approach allows us, as the seedstock breeder, to find genes and deliver them to you,
our clients, much faster.



MATERNAL COMPOSITES: We continue to source genes from other maternal
breeders and from the best families from the following breeds, Coopworth, East Friesian,
Finn, Border Leicester, South African Meat Merino, Texel, Poll Dorset, White Suffolk,
Merino, Corridale, NZ Romney and Perendale. All have been identified from Lambplan
ASBV’s and New Zealand’s sheep improvement program. These genes have been used
by Al and ET after using the MATESEL computer program to allocate matings. This has
resulted in more accurate ASBV’s and faster use of the best new genes in the program.

EARLY LAMBING FLOCKS i.e. (April - May) This is a requirement where the
seasonal pattern of pasture growth is earlier and growing season shorter than that
experienced in higher rainfall southern areas. Early lambing may require a percentage of
“pink nose” in the mix as these breeds show a wider breeding season. You may also select
rams from either flock that have an early date of birth, DOB.

NUDIES In 2003 we commenced breeding self replacing easy care sheep with wool
shedding ability, high parasite resistance and tough feet. Our aim is to have sheep with
similar characteristics to our Maternals with the benefits of no wool. Grading sheep up
from our maternal flock to increase genetic diversity and add greater performance has
increased ewe numbers to 3000. Only the best rams are offered each year with attention to
type and structure slowing performance a little but ensuring a robust animal comes out of
the program. The Nudies are run with all the other seedstock in the same contemporary
groups so we get a valid performance comparison.

HOW TO USE THIS CATALOGUE

Ear tag number

Oaklea Maternal 1to 1999
Cashmore Maternal 2001 to 5429
Cashmore Nudie 7028 to 9875
Cashmore Terminal 6214 to 6680

FLK O = Oaklea, CP = Cashmore Park

ID Rams are identified with 4 digit Lambplan codes that will allow you to obtain
updates on EBV’s at any stage in the animal’s life. Add 150099202022 to
maternal rams, CS0001202022 to Nudie and 2350032022....terminals.

INDEX Calculated from some ASBV’s and market returns for meat, wool and extra lambs
it gives an estimated value of the animals performance.
For each Maternal Carcass Plus point returns $1 per ewe mated per year.

PERCENTILE BAND %
50% value is where there are equal numbers of animals above and below
this point

EBV’s These are the actual genetic differences between animals and are expressed
in the units for that trait. The base year is 1990 when the 50% decile was
0.0 for all EBV’s

WR Weaning Rate describes the genetic difference between animals for the
number of lambs weaned per ewe joined, as an adult. WR is expressed as
number of lambs.
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Weaning Rate for a one year old ewe.

Maternal weaning weight ( Kg ) ( milk ), The ability of the ewe to feed and
care for the lamb above its own growth genes.

Birth weight ( Kg ) . Use negative or low figures for maiden ewes.

Weaning weight at 100 days.( Kg) Fast early growth. Keep this high for
lambs suckers sold directly off ewes.

Post weaning weight at 225 days. ( Kg ) A ram with 5 kg PWWT will be 5
kg heavier at eight months of age.

Yearling weight at 365 days. ( Kg ) Used for heavy export lambs grown
over a longer period of time.

Adult weight at 2 years. ( Kg) To reduce mature weight in ewes look for
a lower figure here.

Post weaning fat depth at 225 days (mm) Check lamb kill sheets to decide
if you need to alter fat levels.

Post weaning eye muscle depth at 225 days (mm)

Yearling greasy fleece weight. Expressed as a %. Increase this for more
wool weight.

Post weaning faecal worm egg count, expressed as a %, the more negative
the more tolerant/resistant to worms.

Late Dag score with lower better. A ram with a minus one is one dag score
less than breed average in year 2000.

Post weaning scrotal circumference. ( cm ) Rams with large testes have
daughters with earlier puberty that also have more lambs.

Lambing ease direct, expressed as a %, This is the rams genetic ability to
produce easily born lambs with a positive number desirable.

Lambing ease daughters, expressed as a %, This is a rams ability to
produce daughters that lamb easily with a positive number desirable.

CON, YCON, Conception, Did the ewe conceive? Sires with higher CON will produce
daughters which have a higher conception rate.

LS, YLS Litter Size, How many lambs were born? Sires with higher LS will produce
daughters that give birth to more lambs.

ERA, YERA, Ewe rearing ability: How successfully did the ewe rear her litter? Sires with
higher ERA will produce daughters which rear more of their litter.



MBS, Maternal behaviour score. How far the ewe moves from the birth site when lambs
are being tagged. Sires with lower MBS produce daughters that have better maternal
behaviour, as they stay close to their lambs during the first 24 hours of life.

PHENOTYPE INFORMATION

PELT/SKIN Score 1 short staple, dense and fine
Score 2 some length, open and fine
Score 3 medium X bred
Score 4 longer staple, open type
Score 5 long, open, strong wool

FACE Score 1 no wool on head or cheek
Score 3 open face

SPIG Skin Pigment

Score 1 = pink, Score 5 = black

FEET PIG  Score 1 = pink, Score 5 = black

LEGS/FEET Score 1 straight and square
Score 3 some significant angulation
BACK/SHOULDER
Score 1 straight topline, well set in shoulders
Score 3 high or low shoulders, hump / sag top line

BREECH COVER, EBCOV is the breeding value
Score 1 bare Score 3 medium

DAM AGE Age in years
CURVE BEND % Change between Post weaning weight and Adult weight.
SHEDDING SCORE

Score 1 clean shedding,

Score 2 narrow saddle on back

Score 3 half wool saddle on back

Wool Shedding RBV incorporating Genomics, minus is stronger wool shedding.
Crutch Shedding RBV incorporating Genomics, minus is stronger crutch shedding.

NAM SIRES A named syndicate sire group where more than one sire is present.

We wish you all the best with your purchases. The Cashmore Oaklea Team.
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LAMBPLAN Maternal Indexes

Maternal Carcase Production+
(MCP+)

The Maternal Carcase Production + (MCP+) index is similar to the Maternal Carcase
Production (MCP) index, with the addition of both wool and worm egg count. This
index targets self-replacing production systems where maintaining adult weight and
fleece weights are seen as important at the same time as improving carcase traits. A
slight increase in clean fleece weight is expected. This index aims to reduce WEC as
it is assumed in the index most enterprises are located in high rainfall areas and/or
high input management systems. The contribution of each trait to economic gain is
expressed in the graph along with the predicted genetic gain over 10 years.

For more information contact Sheep Genetics
Ph: 02 8055 1818 Fax: 02 8055 1850
info@sheepgenetics.org.au www.sheepgenetics.org.au

Sheep Genetics is a joint program of Meat & Livestock Australia Limited ABN 39 081 678 364
and Australian Wool Innovation Limited ABN 12 095 165 558
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MEAT & LIVESTOCK AUSTRALIA

Maternal indexes

A ram buyer’s guide

Indexes help producers select animals for use within a breeding program when there are a range of traits of economic
or functional importance, so that genetic gain in one trait is not made in isolation from other traits.

Using indexes in your ram purchasing decisions allows you to make balanced genetic progress towards more
profitable sheep for your production system. A ram with a higher index will produce progeny that are more profitable.

Choosing the right index

The following flowchart helps producers determine the best index for their maternal production system:

Which of the following best describes your production system?

A self replacing maternal flock A self replacing maternal flock
where wool quality where wool quality
is of less importance is more important

Rams are joined to Merino ewes
to produce first cross progeny

Is worm egg count and/or fleece
weight important in your flock?

Maternal Wool

Border Leicester Cross Production Plus

NO YES

Maternal Carcase Maternal Carcase
Production Production Plus

How to use the chosen index to assist in purchasing decisions:

Before the sale:
1. Rank animals in the sale on the value of your chosen index.

2. Consider the individual ASBVs which are important to you to create a short list of rams to look at on sale day.

At the sale:

3. Look through your short list of rams to find the ones that meet your structural and type requirements.

Maternal indexes — A ram buyer’s guide | 1



Maternal Carcase Production (MCP)

The MCP index is for a self-replacing maternal operation
with a carcase production focus where there is no mating
to terminal sires. Consequently, MCP favours high early
growth animals with good carcase and reproductive
performance.

Typical trait changes with the MCP index include:
« increasing growth

« increasing adult weight

- increasing maternal weaning weight

- improving carcase traits

« increasing number of lambs weaned.

Figure 2 illustrates which traits are in the MCP index and
how much they contribute to the overall balance of the
index. The longer the bar, the greater the impact on the
index, and the greater the impact on profitability.

A key feature of MCP is that is aims to maintain adult
weight at current levels because bigger ewes have
higher feed and animal handling costs. However it is
difficult to achieve this in practice because bigger ewes
also produce more lambs, which reach sale weight faster,
so MCP makes a trade-off to achieve an optimal balance
across all of these traits.

Consequently, figure 2 shows increasing adult weight
making a negative contribution on the index. However,
individual ram breeders who measure early growth, adult
weight and reproduction will have greater control over
the balance between these traits.

Figure 2: The traits in the MCP index and how they
contribute to the overall balance of the index

5%
40%
-18%
6%
17%
1%

3%

Maternal Carcase Production Plus (MCP+)

MCP+ is also for a self-replacing maternal operation but
differs from MCP in that some joining to terminal sires

is allowed for. MCP is also suited to operations in high
rainfall and/or high input management systems where
internal parasites may cause significant economic losses.

Typical trait changes with the MCP+ index include:
« maintaining fleece weight

+ increasing growth

« increasing adult weight

- increasing maternal weaning weight

« improving carcase traits

« reducing worm egg count

« increasing number of lambs weaned.

Figure 3 illustrates that trait contributions to the MCP+
index. MCP+ also aims to maintain adult weight at current
levels to limit increasing ewe size. The trade-off seen
with MCP in balancing early growth, mature size and
reproduction is again evident. Furthermore, like MCP,
ram breeders that have good measurement programs for
all three traits will achieve greater control.

Figure 3: The traits in the MCP+ index and how they
contribute to the overall balance of the index

0%
4%
39%
-17%
6%
14%
5%
12%

3%

Maternal indexes — A ram buyer’s guide | 3
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NATIONAL SHEEP HEALTH DECLARATION

Completing this National Sheep Heolth Declaration (NSHD) will assist prospective buyers to make an informed decision about the health status and management history of these sheep. The

NSHD is mandatory for all sheep movements in SA and for sheep being moved into NSW and Tasmania. It is voluntary in other states (Version 5, May 2017).

Property Identification Code (PIC) of this property

L

G

3 VI8

5]

This MUST be the PIC of the property that the
stock is being moved from

Blolale[8]2]9

Attached to accompanying NVD/Waybill No.

3]

SECTION A — BIOSECURITY INFORMATION
1. Ali consigned sheep were born on the consignment property.

2. The number of different sources of sheep that have been INTRODUCED onto the

consignment property in the last 5 years is:
6+r:| Rams Only

0 (closed flock) || 5[] I

3. All consigned sheep are from a property with a livestock biosecurity plan

If Yes, Property Planﬁ Regional Biosecurity PlanD
4. Have the consigned sheep had access to weeds that are declared
noxious in your region?®
If yes, please provide further information.

Yes No D

(name)

Yes D No

SECTION B — FOOTROT/LICE/OVINE BRUCELLOSIS

1. All consigned sheep are from a flock that is free of VIRULENT
FOOTROT @,

2. All consigned sheep are from a flock that is free of LICE.

3. All consigned sheep are from a flock in an OVINE BRUCELLOSIS
accreditation scheme. ~
If Yes, Flock Accreditation No. (except Qld)

Yes E No D
ves [ o ]
ves [ o]

4. JDis suspected or known to occur in the flock of the

Yes No
consigned sheep . D El
5. All consignhed sheep are from a flock with a negative test

Yes No
for ID®. If Yes, which test? El E

Faecal 350 within the past 24 monthsDAbattoir 500 within the past 24 monthsD

Abattoir 150 within the past 12 monthsD Other (S’D ...................................

6. Sheep INTRODUCED onto the consignment property in the last 5 years were from
a flock with* 5348 (muftiple answers may be applicable)

SheepMAP accreditation Negative Faecal 350 D
Negative Abattoir 500 D Negative Abattoir 150 r__]

[

All Approved Vaccinates g Unknown status
Other (m)[

SECTION D. TREATMENT INFORMATION OF CONSIGNED SHEEP

Treatments Product Date of last treatment
External Parasite
Treatment
Internal Parasite
Treatment ) ?) XComgl PrgneH 25 - ¥ - 2—025
Vaccination {other than ID) | .~

Con |l B 25 .9 2028

SECTION C — JOHNES DISEASE (JD)
1. (a) All consigned sheep are Approved Vaccinates l,
(b) If Yes, | have been continuously vaccinating all retained
lambs in the consignment flock against ID for

2. All consigned sheep are from a SheepMAP flock .
If yes, Status Year commenced in SheepMAP...........ccoceee.

3. All consigned lambs are NLIS ‘T’ tag (terminal) lambs @

ves[5] e ]

E. DECLARATION ¥
| (full name}:

TOHN. FEILE
Address. | S Witmes| P,
declare that, { am the owner and/or person responsible for the husbandry of the
sheep in this consignment and all the information on this Sheep Health
Declaration is true and correct:

Signed: .2\
Phone number: .{

Producers are advised ta retain appropriate records to support this declaration. Persans making false
statements may be lioble under fair trading and other relevant state legisiation.

e~ Date:







What's happening on the farm at Oaklea

The 2024 season brought on some real challenges and learnings for us, in particular the management of our younger
ewes. They were put under the most pressure following on from their maiden season and in hindsight needed some
extra care leading in to lambing. Having said that, the entire flock proved to be extremely resilient. Our commercial
flock managed to rear lambs at 145% and 85% of the whether lambs were sold straight off mum at 135 days to dress
at 24.6kg.

In February we purchased an extra 274 acres adjacent to our Pasfields block in Kongorong. This farm has a 21-ha
pivot and is split into 11 paddocks with very good tree lines throughout. We will look to lamb the stud ewes down on
the new farm and are expecting some improvements in the lambing conditions and an additional weight gain for the
lambs. With the paddocks freed up at the home farm we have taken on an extra 240 trade heifers which we will look
to move on at the end of the year.

Following on from last season’s tight conditions, we were fortunate enough to receive decent rain from late July
through to late October. This reset the paddocks well and we came into the new year with the livestock looking a lot
fitter and healthier. The commercial flock’s average weight at joining (2nd of Jan) was 74.95kg. These ewes turned
themselves round exceptionally, given the fact that they weighed 66kg at scanning the previous year. They dropped
an average of 3.2kg during joining and scanned at 181%. 2.6% were dry, 9% were triplets, 22.4% were singles and
66% were twins.

Having split the data into age groups it was quite evident of the pressure the last 18 months has been on our 2022
drops. On the back of their maiden year these ewes were really put through the ringer last season, and it showed up
in their 2 yr old performance. Now into their third joining, they had a 159% scanning rate which directly relates to their
condition which was 10 kg lighter than the 21 and 20 drop ewes; both groups scanned at 188%. See below for a
break down of weights and scan results between the 3 main age groups within the flock.

Overall, we were pleasantly

surprised with the scan results. | DROP NoEwes | PregScan % MateWT | ScanWT | GAIN

82.7 80.3 -2.4

Given that they are lambing in 20,21,22 137

June, with no supplementary

3
feeding (apart from flint rock!) 20,21,22 984 2 77.1 74.5 -2.6
1

and being run at 7.5 head/ha. 20,21,22 347 73.4 69.4 4.0

Roughly 800 stud ewes were 20,21,22 37 0 68.5 63.6 -4.9

single sire mated for 6 weeks
from the 27" Jan and scanned | 20,21,22 1505 1.81 76.6 73.6 -3.0

at 181%. At joining they 2020 587 1.90 80.9 77.2 -3.7

weighed an average of 65kg
and at 68.5 at scanning_ All 2021 547 1.86 77.0 75.1 -1.8

sheep older than 2 yr old were 2022 371 1.59 69.1 65.6 .35

condition scored and averaged
3.4 at joining and 3.2 at scanning. We have moved these animals to our new block to lamb there this season.

We joined 550 ewe lambs on the 20" March and they are being scanned in the coming days. Whilst they were a bit
light on prior to joining — 40 kg on 12" March and 34kg (young ewe lambs born out of ewe lambs last year) we have
had them rolling along quite well and appear to be putting on good condition every day. It will be very interesting to
see how they scan and what they’re performance will be when lambing commences in mid-August.

The recent rainfall events have been very timely and the grass is finally growing. The sheep are in good order and
hopefully the season keeps giving us more without the gale force icy winds when we are at peak lambing. But we are
in Kongorong, so we won't hold our breath! Al, Don & Catherine

Digby helping draft the stud ewes Pre-lamb drenching & vaccination Our commercial flock has commenced lambing




What's happening on the farm at Cashmore Park

Post spring and summer ram sales we moved into sorting
stud ewes for structure, taking adult weights and culling on
ASBVs and comments from the lambing records. This
leaves us with a sound functional flock and some diverse
genetics which are needed as we manage a population of
animals, particularly so in the Nudies as we have few plac-
es to go for an outcross.

Sorting adult rams and further measurements on 2024
drop animals set us up for many possible matings which
were made by natural, Al and ET, plus we did it all again in
April with 3000 ewe lambs.

Adult ewes went to the ram in fair condition, albeit losing
weight and ewe lambs were much lighter that industry rec-
ommendations.

Parasite loads have been low, due to the drier season and
generally stock are in good health, albeit a little light. We
have been feeding some barley but have not gone into
containment.

Fodder crops outputs have been very variable, some out-
right failures but one 40 ha paddock finished 700 lambs, it
just seemed to be stocked about right and maintained leaf
cover even through dry times.

We managed to spray out the last of the brassicas and
have direct sowed pasture mixes containing perennial rye,
a little Phalaris and cocksfoot, plus white and sub clovers.
Also including plantain and chicory which seems to be
persisting well.

Am unsure what to do about the good stands of capeweed
we have , do we clean it out or leave it as sheep feed.

Rain has come and we are green, but probably in the
green drought stage. Pasture covers about 1000 kg / ha
with bare ground evident.

Mid February saw us pregnancy test the Twinner Cattle
with a high percentage in calf, very pleasing. Our twin rate
is at 20% which | would like to lift and we have started
discussions with AGBU on how we can get breeding val-
ues generated from our data for twinning. | am looking
forward to this next stage with the Twinners as they are
pretty good animals now and have the possibility of pro-
ducing 20% more beef from the Herd.

Regards Johno K

Twinner Bulls Spring 2024

Lower Methane Sheep

The continuing search for more efficient and environmen-
tally adapted sheep has led us to supply 1000 ewes to a
national project looking at reducing methane emissions.
The project has developed a mobile, on farm field test with
84 ewes each day run through PACs, (portable accumula-
tion chambers) and measured for CO2 and CH4 gas out-
put. Along with weights and DNA, genomic information this
data is entered into the Sheep Genetics data base to al-
lowing breeding value predictions. Post that will come the
challenge of incorporating how much emphasis for low
methane selection needs to go into our existing Maternal
indexes. Indications are that we could reduce methane
emission by about 1% per year while at the same time
improving production efficiency and product quality. It
seems likely that we will need to test some animals each
year to keep the reference population topped up with infor-
mation.

Dean, Greg and Jock did a great job on a major mob sort

to find specific ewes, then kept them coming into the shed
in a system down to the second. Timing is very important

to data quality.

Al Donaldson and Pete Fitzgerald, UNE Armidale, NSW,
spent 2 weeks at Cashmore Park processing 84 ewes a
day.

Stud lambs

Ewes in PACs

Sale Rams — Pre Shearing

Ewes being released after a 20 minute & 40 minute gas measurement
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